INTRODUCTION TO THE PRESENT DAY

expeditions are made. So Nordenskjold brings his
experts up into the Arctic.

1900. Peary settles down among the most northern
races of the earth. He sees in them people who for
generations have accustomed themselves to the peculiar
conditions of the Arctic and have learnt how to deal
with them. He realises that visitors from the south must
learn from these intelligent, and in their way highly
specialised people; and from them he borrows the dog-
sledge: a means of transport which to this day retains
its value.

But the twentieth century sends a host of technical
discoveries through the world, and they reach even the
far north. The explorer with the glamour of adventure
about him gives place to the staff of experts. They are
indebted for their weapons and tools not to the single
men, but to technicians, inventors, craftsmen and
scientists all over the world. The many-sided Arctic
traveller, the great polar explorer, is dead; from him we
take up our heritage, and the monument we raise to him
is Modern Arctic Exploration.
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